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Dedication

TotheindefinabletruthfirstfoundonthelipsoftheCreator,whofirstwroteinhiswords:"the
truthshallsetyourfree."

TomyfellowIbadanvarsitystudentsandtothegoodteachers.

Tothosewhohavetastedfrom the"strike-back"ofbeleagueredcorruptionbuthaverefusedto

abandonthestruggleforanation.

ToThomasIsidoreSankara.

Tothefirstonemillioneyestoreadmyink,understanditanduseitproductively,becausemany

truthshavebeenforetold,butnotmanylastinustillwe'reold.

Andmostimportantly,tothatvaliantstool,sittinguntouchedintheUnionhouseorKunle

AdepejuBuilding,subjecttomydroolsandcoldnights,thebedsitofwisdom.



Prologue

'Remember'theprofessortoldhim,'onedayyouwillwalkfrom oneendoftheUniversitytothe

otherendandnotonesoulwillknowyouwereeveraStudentUnionPresident.'

Thestatementis-manifestly-nearepic,almostprophetic.Heunderstands,throughthe

benevolentthegiftofinsight,thetransgenerationaltruthinthewords.Hedoesnotwishtobe

knownforanothersecondbeyondnowthathewasonestudentleaderwhooccupiedtheApex

officeforboththelongesttime,andtheshortest:twenty-onedaysorthreeyears.

Manywere,ateveryannouncementofhispresence,contenttoamusethemselveswithhigh-

pitchedchantofhisname.Itisanalmostcertainrecurrence.Onewhichwascapableofleaving

him withthereasonabledoubtofthatsincerewarningfrom thegrizzlingprofessor-against

allowinghimselftobeusedbyhispowerwhenitshouldbetheotherwayaround.He,the

grizzlingprofessor,washopingtodeterhim from theyouthfuldrivetomaketheworldperfectin

oneday,yearorlifetimeorfelltheÌrókòinonestrokeoftheaxe.

However,soughthetolifttheyokewithwhichhewasburdened-thathisnamerefusedtogo

awayforanumberofreasons:heconsideredhimselfreadytobeastudentleaderwhoknew

whattodo,saidwhatheintendedtodowiththeofficeifelectedand,damningallconsequences,

didit;hedeliveredonalmostallhispromisesinspiteofthesustainabilityquestionbecausehe

believesinthelawofexception-ifotherleaderswoulddaredisappoint,hedidn'thavethe

courageto;helovedhisowncolleagues,neverthoughthehadthecapacitytobetraythem.In

turn,hebecametothem afriend-for-life;hewasseenastooyoungtohavebeards.Theywere

wrong.

Forthosethingsandmanyotherthings,heiseitherlikedorpassionatelyhatedbyhisenemies

whorefusedtorespectthetruthhetold.Whatdoeshecare?

Now,hemustgo.Butfirst,hisfriendsmustreplacehim.Theydidhim afavourbyreposingthe

votesinasuccessorwithadarkerclusterofbeardsthanyoungFidelCastro.

Aderemi

December,2019



DearSuccessor,

IhavepurposedinmymindthatifeverIwanttosaytheneededwordstoyou,Iwillmakeit

shortandbrief.Iplanonstayingonthisdesire,butfortheneedtosupplyenoughinformationto

buttressthesuggestionsandinstructionsorrulesIhavetogive.This,invariably,mayinclude

examples.Aprofessor-differentfrom thefirst-oncecastadisdainfullookatmeandwarned

metoalwaysbestraight-to-the-point.Heaccusedmeofalwaysbeingtooverbose.Icouldcare

lessaboutthenot-so-wellintendedcriticism ofmywritings.Iliveinasocietywhereyouneedto

explainyourselfproperlytoavoidbeingmisunderstood.Consequently,everywordthrownata

questioncounts.MyWAECexaminerscantestifytothisawkwardtactic;IsaideverythingI

kneworcouldabouteveryquestionIwasasked.

Iwillattemptnottopresentapanoramicviewofmyexperiencesasastudentleader.Inother

words,thisisnotahistorylectureorajournalisticreview.Muchofthatcanbefoundonthe

Internet-fornow.Isimplywanttoadviseyoufrom experience.Andquickly;theword

"experience"canbeusedfordeceptiveends.Ibelieveyouknowexperiencecanerodegood

character.Eventhefilm industryagreeswithmeonthat.Nollywoodhassuccessfullyportrayed

thisfactcountlesstimesinitsproducts.Ourviewaftertheexperienceremainsimportantfor

scrutiny.Somehavegonefrom beingpatrioticsoldierswhofoughtforthehomelandagainst

terrorism tobecometerrorists.From leftisttorightists,religiousapologeticstoatheistsandof

course,thereareStockholm's.Youknowwhatmakesthedifference?“Conviction”.Ithas

shapedtheworldasweknowit.Igivetwoalmostclicheexamples.ProphetMohammed

foundedIslam;nothim buthiscompanionstookthemessagesinalldirectionsfrom Arabiaby

everymeans.Whoknewthesabi'snewreligiousideawillbesharedbysuchalargeportionof

humanity?WhatgavethedisciplesofJesustheguttoattempttakingthemessagetoplaces

beyondthereachoftheancientastrologers?Convictionschangetheworld;ithaschangedthe

worldandwillcontinueto.

Ihavegrownupunderstandingaportionofmymindtoworkwithprinciplesevendeathis

incapableofchanging.MybeliefinGodandmyunderstandingofHishelplessnessandpityfor

sufferingmillions.Myloveforallmankind.Myfaithintruth.Myalmostinsaneloyaltytochoice,

liberalism,equalchancesanddemocracy.Iam unabletoconceiveasocietybuiltonprivilegeas

desirable.UndernocircumstancesincludingthethreatofdeathwillIbesubduedbythedesire

totakeformyselfwhatdoesnotbelongtomeespeciallywhenitbelongstothesonsand

daughtersoftoil-theworkingpoor.Suchdeterminationformeisnottobeconsideredavirtue.

Instead,itisaduty.Nooneshouldbeofferedgratitudeforbeinghonest.Atbest,theyshould

earnthatacknowledgementduethem simplyforthepurposeoftheyoungboysandgirlswho

needareference.Thosewhoneedapersonalexample.NigeriaissinkingbutIwillliketolenda

handinherrescue.Youmusthaveaconvictionthatguidesyou.

Thatisone!



Mr.President,pleasepayattentiontohistory.Becausesomeday,yourlifewillplayoutinhistory

classesandonlythefactsaboutyourlifewillbeimportant.Perhapsyouwillentertherecords

foranoutstandingperformance.Maybe.Itshouldnotbotheryousomuch.Astudentleader

doesnotstaylongenoughtomatterbeyondthecontinuum.Thatiswhytherewillneverbea

singledominantcultureonUniversitycampusesthatwilllastlongerthanadecade.Generations

comeandgobutthesmell-inform oftaleswillremain.Whatthenshouldourtimebeonthe

campus?

IbelievetheanswermustprovidealsothesummaryoftheeternalfunctionsoftheUniversity.

Youmustbeabletostandonyourtwofeetafterwards.Onlyafewgetthescope.Theycome

andleave,yettheyneverlivedpersay.Itisthoughtlesstoconceiveofauniversityasanother

brickandpapermakingfactory.Abrickstuffedup,full,withhighlyrepetitivebutinapplicable

informationbackeduponlywiththethickpaper-acertificate.Thentherealworldbeatsthem to

pulp.Beatsthedaylightoutofthem.Inmanycases,theartificialcharactertheyhaveacquired

byyearsofintimidationandbuffoonishculturebecomesdistasteful.Manylivedregimented

livesinschool,althoughinsecondaryschoolstheyhadmorefreedom tomakeimportant

choices.Auniversityshouldmakeyouready.Athinker.Notarecordingmachine.Compulsory

independentleadershiptrainingwouldnotbeabadidea.Afterallthatiswhatastudentleader

shouldnaturallylearn.Right?WelltheanswerdependsonwhetherornotIwillbecomeaVice

Chancellorandusemypowertomodernizethesystem.Wecan'ttalkabouttheadvancedform

ofpracticaltrainingwhenwestillgrapplewithestablishingbasicrights.ButsomeotherAfrican

countriesaredoingit,whilewearestillarguingaboutwhetherornotaStudentsUnionshould

exist.InsomeAfricanuniversities,halfoftheschooliscontrolledbythestudentsandAl

Jazeerahasnotreportedthatheavenfell.Iseeahugechunkofouracademicleadershavingno

successorsbecausetheyaretrainingnone.Inafewdecadesorhalfofacentury,wewillstill

accuseEuropeofunder-developingNigeria.(Actually,weshouldbehavingconferenceswhere

wegivereportsonhowtechnologyisexchanginghandsamongAfricancountries.)

ThethirdwillcomeasimportantinformationIwillandmustprovide.TheUnionwhichyouhave

wasnotgiventoyoubytheViceChancelloractingonsomenaturalstreakofbenevolence.

Pressuredidit.Itisobviousfrom theFacebookpostsoftheViceChancellorthathewas

touchedbytheNANSthreat.Andyes,theprotestswouldhavehappenedandwouldhavebeen

elongated.Isawtheunrelentingdeterminationineyesoftheyoungboysandgirlswhowere

interestedinyourUnioncomingback.Inthepreparationforthemainaction,therewasarally

wheretheylookedinthefaceofguntottingpolicemen.

Isawtheresults,thepolicesawit,theotherpolicesawitandthealumninetworkinthe

diasporasawitquitevividly.Allbegantopresstheir"buttons".Theagreementwasstruck-the

UnionandtheUnionleadershipmustbeback.Butinexchangeforasuspensionofthe

demonstrations.Thechathistory,callrecording-includingtheViceChancellor'sproposalfor

settlementtomepersonally-andemailsarethereinthepermanentsafe.ItistoGod,

conscienceandthose"collegeofeducationstudents"-whom Isuspectyoumayconsider

inferioracademically-thatyouownthegratitudeforthereinstatementoftheStudentsUnion.



Youshouldthankthem incaseyouwillneedtheirsupportagain.Istronglyadviseyoutodeal

wellwithyourallies,theroletheywillplayinyourfuturematters-alot.Youcannotfindanallyin

yourswornoppressor.

IrememberquiteclearlythatwehadachainofmeetingswiththeViceChancelloroverthe

continuoussuspensionStudents'Union.AtthattimeIdidn't,honestly,considertheconstant

adviseofhighsandlows-age,wisdom,convictions,andifyoulikesocialstatustoo.However

youwouldwanttorememberhumandynamics-ofandineverything.

Anadvicewentlikethis;"Let'sgoandprostrate.Imeanletallofus..."Theadvisorwasprecise.

Allofusshould-inourunvanquishablenumber-goouttothepresenceofhiseminencetheVice

Chancellor,lieprostratetohim andbeg.Thegiverofthatsuggestionwasa"studentleader"and

thatwashispristinesuggestion.Thispersonalsopassedthroughthematriculationprocessof

Nigeria'sforemostuniversity,Iassureyou.Differentcounsels,meanwhile,flewinfrom people

whosecosmoscoveredanexpanseaswideastheuniverseandthosewhose"cosmos"-forthe

wantofanintendedalternative-occupythinspacesnaturallynotlargerthantheiregocould

sprawl.Intheend,Iam usuallyleftwithwhatIbelievetoberight-thedignityofthepeopleI

leadevenwhenthey'reungratefulforit.Nothingmattersmore.

Inoneofthemeetings,hisancientnessaskedaquestionwhichIconsidertobedeservingofthe

Solomonicjudgementof"stickontheback".Heasked'whydoyouneedaunion?'Whilenaive

colleaguespresentblabbedtheirbestanswers,therestrictiononmeoccasionedbyallformsof

pressureyoucanimagine-includingtheneedforavoidanceofblamebythosemixedtosspots

whosereactionsalways,andrecklesslyignorecommonsense,logic,fact,wisdom,knowledge

orunderstandingoftheslightestmeasure.Andwillblameyourlossofmoneytoathiefonyour

"derelictionofproperty"-notthepickpocketwhosefingers,inprestidigitation,creptintoyour

pocket.Theyevenfindexcuseforthethief'schoicetobeathief.Intheend,thethiefisrightand

youarewrong.Tothem,Iwastheonewholeadalegitimate,non-violentmarch.Isn'tit?Ihave,

inmyentiretwenty-fiveyearsinAfricaand-bytheavailabilityoftheInternetanddiplomatic

channels-theworld,neverheardthemostreasonablybenignnationalpoliceofanycountry

showerpraiseonaprotest,adjudgingitaspeaceful.Thecommissioner,stillstunnedbythe

maturedconductofmycolleagues,tooktimetoconfesshisrespectthatdayandonanother

day,althoughIam gladhegothisownshareofthepebbles.

Mr.President,apologiesforgoingthatfarinabidtosimplyexpressmyperplexityattheblatant

showofdisregardforcivility.Inwhatcontextcanweplacethatquestion?Isitfactual,moral,of

thetruth,culturalorofwhatisright?Letmeexplaintheanswerincontextofmorality,defined

as:rightnessorwrongnessofanaction.Inthemodernworld,rightandwrongisdefinedonly

onthepremiseofgenerallyacceptednorm -thevaluesthatweshare.Fairenough.Atthispoint,

IthinkitsensibletomakeclearthatIidentifyfirstasNigerianbecauseIhavetousetheYoruba

example.However,moralityhereshouldhaveaculturalcontext.InearliertimesintheYoruba

society-ifthelinguisticsourceofthetraditionalvariantislooselytranslated-theancestralhome,

Ile-Ife,wasfoundedbecausebotholdandyoungpeople,regardlessofgender,werewise.Ife,

beingthe"first"cityoftheworldinYorubacosmology,wascreatedbyafairconsiderationofthe

opinionsofyoungpeople-includingteenagersandoldpeople.Byimplication,ifsocietyhad



reliedonthewisdom ofoldpeoplealonefordirection,progresswouldhavebeenimpossible

andthebuildingofthecity-asymbolofthesocialpossibilitiesofmankindwouldhavebeen

unlikely.TheYorubamankindwouldhavebeencondemnedtoaculturewithoutsocial

constructions,greatideas.Ōmōdégbón,àgbágbónliafidáIIé-Ifè.

Sowhat?Theoldandyoungmetandtalkedtoeachother-analmostimpossiblephenomenon

intoday'sculture.Therefore,assumingIam askedthequestionoveragain,Iwillrecountthe

culturalreferenceandmyanswerwillcontinuelikethis:'yourindefatigablesuspendersir,that

givesevidencetotheneedforstudentstohaveaplatform uponwhichtheycouldalwaysstand

tospeak,talktootherpeopleinpower,eventalktoyouwhetherornottoavoidyoursangoic
rage.Everysentenceintheirspeechmuststartwith"yourexcellency,indefatigablemuscular

lordofthisfiefdom youhavesuccessfullymadeofauniversity"'.

Withouttheyoungtalkingtotheold,ideas,newideascannotbebrewed.Ifthosetalksdonot

existandbyanaturalstreakofaccumulatingchange,theideasandnewideasarenotbrewed,

thatsocietywillsufferawound.Thedialogueofgenerationsisanecessityfortheprogressof

society,anecessaryingredientforgoodculture.

WeoftentalkmoreabouttheWisdom ofSolomonbutlessoftheageofMethuselah.Ageand

wisdom aretwoparallellinesthatnevermetandwillnevermeet.

Whydoyouneedaunion?Andyouexpectananswer?Itisamoraldemandonsocietytolet

youngpeopletalkandthrive.Themeasureofsenseintheirwordswillbedeterminedbythe

measureoffreedom yougivetothem overaperiodoftimeforthenecessarymistakestobe

made,forthelessonstobelearned.Babiesmustbegiventhespacetocreep,crawl,walkand

grow.

Whydoyouneedaunion?Andyouexpectananswer?ItismyGod-givenright.Ishouldnotbe

asked.You,dearpresident,arenotobligatedtoanswerquestionsthatupsetyourhumanityat

thispointofevolutionaryachievementsinphilosophy,technology,andetcetera.

Rulefour.

Letusbepractical;standupandstretchbothhandsinoppositedirections.Lookatthetipof

yourfingers.Ifyouhavedonethat,thengoodofyou.Nowpayattentiontothefollowing:inlife

oranywhere,donot,Iurgeyoutonever,confuseoppression-sadism,fordiscipline.Simply

imaginethedistancebetweenthetipofyourfingerswhenbothhandswerestretched,that'sit.

Theygooppositedirections.Asadisthasnodiscipline.Itistherearoundyou.Somedeveloped

sadistictemperamentfrom thehangoversofamiserablelovelesschildhood.Butwhosefaultis

it?Certainlynotmine.Whatmarvelsmeistheprotracteddelayinoutgrowingthebitterness.

Itiscommonwithpeoplelivinginthethirdworldtoblamethemselvesforthepainfulrealitiesof

theirpoliticaleconomy.Self-abnegationIcallit.ManyNigerians,whodidn'twitnessthe

humiliationofthecountrybetween1983and1985inthehandsofatribal-leaningcorrupt



militaryduringtheinfamousBuhari-Idiagbonera,endedupsupportingaleadershipthey

ordinarilywouldnothavewishedtoeverbe.Thewitnessesgaveawrongtestimonyofthe

strategiesoftheregimeto"curbindiscipline"inthealreadybatteredpeoplebutnotinthe

peopleingovernment.Insteadofexpandingthepublicutilitiestoreducescarcity,terror,through

armedmenandwomeninbootsanduniforms,wasunleashedonthelocalpopulation.Asad

storyforayoungcountry.

Sadistsmustberefusedharshly.Ifyourefuseasadistnicely,youareencouragingthe

broachingofyourspace.Theyarecorruptbutdon'twantyoutocomplain.Thatisnotdiscipline,

itispuremadness.Andwhatdoyoudotomadness?Confineit,restrictitinastraitjacket.No

matterhowpowerfulyourenemyis,howevervulnerableyouare,youmustsaynotocockyand

oppressivebehaviorsandkeepastraightface.Yourdefiancemustbeseen.

Five.

a)Nostudentleadershouldnag.Ilearnedthatfrom GeneralThucydides;heremainedsane

throughhiswars,histiredness.b)Andtoaddtothat,nootherrepresentationmustbemade

withtheschoolorotherinstitutionsoutsidetheExecutiveCommittee.Ifyouallowthat,you

wouldhavesuccessfullyrenderedyourUnionirrelevant.IfyouridentityortheUnion'sis

assumedbyyourowncolleagues,dealwithitquick,anddecisively.Ihavebeenimpersonated

manytimesandmysilenceaboutit-inabidtomaintainorderandunitywas,inthelongrun,

worthlessanddisastrous.Letyourcolleaguesknowthosewithinordinateambitions.Letus

knowthefuturethieves.

Sixth!

Youarethepresidentofaunionthatdrawsmembershipfrom peopleofdifferentbackground.

Somearetaughttorespecttothepointofself-abasementdefinedbyDrIanTrailas'astateof

excessive,unwarrantedhumility,self-inflictedhumiliationanddegradation'.Somearespoiled,

someareaggressivelyreligious.Theseidiosyncrasiesaffectthebehaviorofthestudentbody.

TherearedifferenttribesyouhavetokeepunitedandinterestedintheworkingsoftheStudents

Union.

Becarefulnottodisenfranchisethem withanyludicrouspolicies.Besureyouaredoingthe

rightthing.Therearequietlysharpstudentswhoweredisenfranchisedforalongtime.Manyof

whom neversawtheirproclivitiesgainexpression.Therearetheonesyoufindinsocial

discussanthubsandliterarysocieties.Theyalwaysfeelabsentfrom theactivitiesoftheUnion.

Isawthem comeintothefoldonceIwontheelections.Iam amemberofthattribe,canspeak

andunderstandthelanguagebutthen,Iam lengthenedwithanotherpossession-the

temperamentcum interestsofastudentleader.Inmetheyfoundafriend.Inyouandyour

successors,theymustfindabrother.Incaseyouareunabletofigureitout,youshouldlearn-

theintellectualsareproudbuteasytoconvince.Theyknowtheendofyourrequestthemoment



youbegin.Yourdutyistocreateasafespotforthem intheUnionhouse.Toenfranchisethe

tribe,theUnionhousemustbecomeafreeexpressionzoneforuncensoredpoliticaldiscussion.

IntheUnionhouse,themostpowerfultyrantsalongsidetyrannicalculturesaredealtblowsthey

cannotendure.Because,dearpresident,alltyrannicalregimesthathavefallenendedwhen

enlighteneddiscussionsbegan.TheUnionhouse;sheisyourOlympus.Theplacewhereall

rumorscome-first.Itisthehomeofeveryonewhoistiredandneedstobeenergized,the

fearful,thebrave,thehappy,theoneswiththerelevantstories,thewise.Theliberals,the

Christian,theMoslem,thenon-of-the-above,theangry,thetimid,theprogressive.Nameit.

Whydoyouhavetomakeanextraeffort?Becausewhenthesandstorm comes,theyarethe

treesthatdefendtheland.Ifyoudon'tgoafterthem,youwillwalkalone.Discussionsmust

continue.GreatsagesandintelligencedebatersmustappearfrequentlyattheUnionhouseto

telltheirstories.Theveryoldmenandwomenofthepatrioticintelligentsiamustlaydowntheir

mantlesforyoungerpeopletotakeandcontinuethelongwalk.

Theseventh.

IhaveheardpeoplethanktheViceChancellorforthebenevolentgiftoftheStudentsUnion,

irrelevantastheirthanksgivingmightbe;Ihavenocommentaboutit.Whatiscertain,in

whatevermanneritmanifests,istheinsinceritythataccompaniespunitivelaws.Theacademic

requirementsforcontestingforanexecutivepositionhasbeensethighertoincreasethestake

tocauseanygenuineunionleader-whomighthaveareasontorejectanti-studentpolicies-to

havearethinkaboutwhetherhewantstojeopardizehiscumulativeGPA.Thatsmackof

disregardforcivilityagain.Howwouldanacademicleaderstoopsolowtoattackan

undergraduatestudentinthefirstplace?Butthenyouwouldthinkitwillwork,noitwon't.

Whoeverrecommendedthatpolicyisapoorstudentofhistory.TheUniversityonceattempted

to"disgrace"agenerationofstudentleadersthoughttobedisruptive.Theplanwastopublish

theircumulativeGPAfortheentireuniversitycommunity.Inresponse,thestudentleadersdared

theadministrationwhichreneged.Youknowwhy?Becauseallthemembersoftheexecutive

committeeandtheprincipalofficersofstudentrepresentativecouncilwereonfirstclasssave

thepresidentwhowasacademically-butnotmorally-deficient.IntheexecutivecommitteeI

leadthereweretwofirstclasscandidates.Whymuchadoaboutnothing?

DearPresident,ifallitrequires,inthenew"law",togettheUnionproscribedagainissqueezing

yourface-deliberatelyornot-twelvetimesinfrontoftheViceChancellor,bythetimeyoucount

three,theUnionwouldhavebeenproscribedagain.Thatistheruleofthekindoflawinthis

clime.IhaveinteractedwithseverallawyersinthecauseoftheattackontheUnion.Ihavemet

nolawyerwhoagreeswiththeillegalsuspensionoftheUnion.Yet,withoutcause,tosome

academicleaderswhosepenchantforhatredandsadisticproclivitiesclashedwiththe

appearanceoftheStudentsUnion-itwasallwar,fireandfurywithoutasingleinfraction

registeredinmyname.Icouldfeelit;theywantedmynecksnapped,myeyesgorgedout,my

earscarved,mylimbsseparated.Ifthereisanythingleftofme,thezoolionscanhaveit.Andif

thereisanyotherthingleft,theunfedhyenacanslurp.



"Heshouldjustbedestroyed-utterly.Hisfriends?Chainthem tothebackoftrucks,piledon

oneanotheranddrivefarasyoucanreachuntilyougettiredofdriving.Thenleavethem forthe

vultures".

Ilookforwardtoasocietywherethejudgesofcharacterwillbeabletostandthetestofit.My

suggestionhereisforyoutodoyourthing.Anunjustlaw,ifpaidattentionorheeded,makesan

idiotoutofyou.

Inlocoparentisisthegreatestacademicdeceitever.Therearecasesofmisconductthat

deservepunishmentandevenfurthercriminalprosecutioncommittedbystudentsoncampus.

Ifbychancethepersonaisdirectlyrelatedtoanyleaderwithinthecompound,thecasewilldiea

naturaldeath;notsofor"theothers".Thenaturalinstinctthatexistsbetweenaparentandthe

childdoesnotexistbetweenateacherandthestudent.Inlocoparentisishavingabaddaywith

additionalproofsemergingfrom therecentbarrageofscandalsthathaveincessantlyhit

Nigeriantertiaryinstitutions.Somuchforinlocoparentis.Itis,foralargepartofit,afacadeso

thinamosquitocanflythroughitandsurvivewithoutnoticingthatanythingwasthere.You

don'thavetobemyfathertobereasonablybenigntowardsme.Yourdutyasateachertome,

beyondthecollectiveagreementontheburdenofoppression,alreadycoversallImayneedin

mysojourn.Youcanbeclosetoyourteachersanditisalsopreferablethatyouareabletofind

inthem,yourmentor.Itisgood.Whatisbadisextendingthepleasantriesbeyondthewriststo

thethroatbyputtingitinpolicy.Thensuddenlyinlocoparentishappensandthephonepouch

whichtheteacherhasbeencarryingsincedepartingfrom thehousebecomestooheavyonce

thestudentsarearound.Ofcourseyoucan,outofhonor;helpwithheavybaggage,theproblem

isthatitbecomesevilwhenitisyourduty.No.Thisisnotthehome.Ifweneedmorelessons

onsuch,wehavetherealdaddyandmummy.Somestudentshavebecomevictimsof

unnecessarydelayinthecampusesaspunishmentfortheoffensesthatdonotexistinthe

books.IunderstandthatasyoungpeopleinAfrica,wehavemany"fathers"and"mothers"who

are,biologically,notourfathersandmothersbutMr.President,youareagentleman.You

cannotrefertotheViceChancellororanymemberoftheacademiccommunityas"daddy"or

"mummy".YouarenotinyourlocalfamilycompoundinNnewiorOpobo.Donotbeblackmailed

withthechargeofarrogance,theruleis"live,andletlive".Aprofessorshouldbetterbe

addressedas"professorso-and-so"andadoctoras"doctorso-and-so",iftheaddresseeisnot

contentwithhisorherhonorablehard-earnedtitle,toobad.Ifyouletthem haveitforwhatever

reasonyouareabletocomeupwith,youare,withallduerespect,ablitheringfool.Imeanthat

notasaninsult.Ifyouconcedethemoreimportantcohesiveadvantageofmutualrespectfor

anyform ofgratification,itbecomesaculture.Youareputtingthepeopleyouaresupposedto

beprotectingindanger,remember?Itwillbeeasyforyoutobepocketed.Putsimply,thesame

policythat,initially,wasintendedtogiveyouthebestexperienceisnowanaccesscodeto

violateyou.Iam awitness.

Theeighthrule.

Donotmissthegenderquestion.ThemostactiveparticipationintheStudentsUnioneasily



emergesfrom thefemalesection,yettheyarethemostvulnerable.Theyarenotallowedto

makelawsoftheirown,ownaparliamentintheirhallsofresidenceandareeasytargetsfor

boththemaleandfemaleteachers.Theircomplaintsmustshapethepoliciesofthestudent

body.

Theninthrule.

Thereisnolibertywithoutprotests.I'vewrittenearlierthatyouarevulnerabletobecominga

historicalidiotifyouallowyourselfbelulledintoafalsesenseofsecurity.Youfeelsecureduntil

lifehappenstoyou.Ihaveneverchangedmyviewconcerningthematter.Thereisaplacefor

dialoguewhich,verywell,isnottheendofthematter.Iwishthethreatsofprotestsare

unnecessarybutthatdecisionisnotyourstomake.Thereareahundredthingsthatrequire

quickresponse.Butno,theyarebusy,toobusy,theywanttofeelpowerful.Deliberatelydelaying

mattersandseeingasprawlingcrowdoralongqueuewaitingtogetaserviceisawaytoelicit

painwhichinturnprovesthattheyareincontrol.Takeforexampleinametaphoricaldepiction

ofatrueevent;afemalehallsufferstheprotractedunavailabilityofwatersupplyandelectricity.

YouandIknowtheimportanceoftheformerinlife,toilets,bathrooms,laundryandthelatterin

studying,projects,-andasamatterofscientificnecessity-water.Thewardenofthehallthen

decidestotakeatriptoLondonorelsewhereprotempora.TheStudentsUnionmightdecideto

helpputthingsinorder,butshockingly,theacademicleadersrefuse,proceedingtothreatening

sanctionifyoudarehelpthegirlsout.Ihavewitnessedit.Mr.President,thatstudentleaderwas

nearlymadeintoskeweredmeat.IfyouaskedmewhatIwilldoaboutitnexttime,I'llturnthe

schoolcompoundintoarevolutionarycampandmaintainitthatwayuntilthesituationis

changed.Youmaymeetwiththeargumentsthatprotestsareoutlawedorthatthereisone

stupidlawprohibitingprotests,that'snottrue.NoNigerianlawsaysthat.Thenifallelsefails,

theargumentbeginstotakeanewturn;dueprocess.Dueprocessandprotestsarethesame.

Protestsareaprocesstogetwhatisdue.Sodon'tletanyonebamboozleyouwiththeboring

talkaboutwhyyoushouldgothroughanever-endingdueprocesswhilethesolvableproblem

persists.Itispurenonsense.Protestsareallowed,unlessyoudecideotherwise.Thatconcludes

it.

Ten.

Solidarity!InameetingconcerningthecontinuoussuspensionoftheUnionastudentleadertold

hadsaidthatIbadanvarsitystudentsneedtoseewithotherunions;hemeantstudentbodiesof

othertertiaryinstitutions.TheViceChancellorcomicallyquipped,'youwanttosolidarizewith

otherunions,whichunions?NURTW?Upnational...'Heletoutaloudlaughter.Thetenthruleis

notaboutNURTW butIhave,surprisingly,beenapproachedbyasectionofthatNURTW for

endorsement.Ifeltadisruptioninmycomfortbeingapproachedbyatransportunionknownfor

violentdisruptioninthecityforendorsement.I,promisedtothinkonit,am stillthinkingonit

andwillarriveatadecisionlaterinlife.Ihonestlythoughton-notconsiderdoing-itandwhile



doingso,IwasremindedthatthebestcourierservicesinNigeriacannotmatchupwiththe

serviceofatraditionalNURTW.Ihavenoevidenceofparcelsthathavenevergonemissing.Ina

corruptcountrylikeNigeria,aparcellefttothediscretionofapoorbusdriverisdeliveredsafely

andaccurately?Makenojudgmentyet,itisnotbadbeingpresentintheirofficetosecure

studentinterests.Ortheirpublicsymposiums.Itisnotbad.Justdonotpokeyournoseintheir

politics-Idonotneedtoteachyounotto.Yourheadstayingonyourneckisimportanttothe

Union.

Therealsolidarityiswiththelaborunionswithinandoutsidethecampus.Everylabor

associationmustbeyourally.Youshouldinvitethem totheUnionhousemorefrequentlythan

youinvitethepoliticians.ASUUtoo.YesASUUtheforwardstriker.NevermistakeASUUforthe

AdministrationoftheUniversity.Theyaredifferent.Youmayaskmewhattheirinputswere

duringtheattackontheUnion.ThoughIcan'texplainawaythesoftpersuasivepositionsthey

tookonourside,theallianceisimportant.Youshouldvisittheirsecretariatsandattendtheir

Congresses.Youshouldspeaktheretoo.Itisbettertohaveanallyinthem thananunrequited

enemy.

Theeleventhrule.Tellingthetruth;shortterm disadvantagebutlongterm good.

Youarealighthousetowhichwealllook.Nottoomanyuniversityintellectualsbehavedefiantly

thesedays.Outofthenot-too-many,afewareconfusedaboutthestateofthenation.They

don'tknowwhattheidealNigeriashouldbelike.Perhapstheywereuninterestedinthe

informationnecessarytoacquirethestatusofapublicintellectual.Perhaps,therest-withthe

exceptionofonlyafewwhostillstandupright-havekowtowedtotheideaof"join(ing)them,if

youcan'tbeatthem".Thelaststrikeactionlastyearhasgoneby,takingwithitprecioustime

whileleavingnoscratchesonthegovernmentlikeamountainsnakeslithersoverarocky

surface.Laborleadersarenowtoocarefultoembarrassanunyieldinggovernment.

Simplyput,Iam notaversetopartypolitics;however,mybusinessisthatsacredinstitutions

mustnotbetraded.No.Takeforinstancetheattemptedconferringoftheuniversity'sHonorary

DoctorateDegreeonPresidentMuhammaduBuharispeakslargelyonthestateoftheacademia

inNigeria.-Thedutyofintellectualsistotellthetruth.Inachaoticworldwherethereisneedfor

lighttoguideourpathtosalvation;theChurch,civilsocietygroupsand,veryimportantly,

intellectualshavearoletoplay.Whatthebarrackistothemilitary,theuniversityistothe

academia.ThegarrisonoftheintellectualsistheUniversity.Thedutyofintellectuals,however,

istofightusingtheinstrumentofthetruth.Thecouragewithwhichthegenerationspasthave

confrontedtyrannycannotbeseparatedfrom theknowledgeoftruth.-Itisquicklyforgottenthe

weightofthehighestawardforahonoredindividualespeciallyinNigeria'sforemostuniversity

onitsseventiethanniversary.ItsimplyplacesBuharionthesamepagewithformerpresidentof

theRepublicofSouthAfricaandNobellaureateNelsonMandela.Isthatnotabsurd?Repugnant!

Ontheconferraldate,thepresidentdidn'tcome.Letusrememberthatthereisachorusof

intellectualswhoarealwaysreadytosingformurderoustyrants.Perhapstheirsongwillearn

them apositionintheleadershipoftheempire.Intellectualsalsolieforaliving.Nosocietycan



survivethecontemptfortruth.Weallhavehadtolieatatime,atleast,inourlives.Butpertinent

totheneedforajustsocietyisunwaveringbeliefintheintruth.Youarenottolietoyour

colleagues.Icounselthatyoushouldnotdothingsthatrequireexcusesorstoriesthattouch

later.Thedayyoulosethelight,youstopbeingalighthouse.

Thetwelfthrule.

Astudentleaderisahardworker.Iam surelongmeetingsweredetestabletomycolleagueson

theteam.Ihavebeenaccustomedtothepangsoflonggruelingmeetings.Someofour

meetingslastedabouttenhours;mine-sometimeswhileattendingtootherissueswhetherit

concernsmeornot-laststheentireday.Youstillhavetoreadyourbooks,afteralltheword

"student"comesfirstin"studentleader".TheUnionhouseisaplaceforalongintense

leadershipretreatthatmustshapeyourlifeeternally.Ifyoumisstheprocess,youwillhaveno

suchopportunities.Oneofmycolleaguesonthecommitteetoldme"thankyou"forthetraining,

theyhavebecomeruggedmen.IknewthatIdrovethem hard;itisthedemand,afactoflife.No

assignmentmustevadeyou.Icounselscrupulousattentiontoeverydetail.Todoso,Ihadto

sleepontheofficetable.Iwishthattableiskeptinthemuseum.Ithasservedbeyondthe

purposeofatable.

Powerisnotanendinitself.Youarenotmeanttodeployyourpowerforpersonalends.Thereis

noplaceforretributioninthestudentbody.Notallyourfriendswillsupportyou.Youneedall

thehelpyoucanget.Ilearnedfrom Cas,aformerstudentleadertheruleoffellowship.He

probablylearntthatfrom DaleCarnargiethatitisprofitabletotryandchangeyourenemiesto

yourfriends.Yoursuccessasayoungleaderisnotmeanttoshameyouropposition.

Oppositionsaretobetreatedwithtolerance.Weliveinawonderfulcountry.Sowonderful,you

areunabletoanswerthequestiononhowwehavesurvivedthusfar.Everyonewantstooppress

thenextvulnerableperson.Yousuddenlyrealizethepossibilityofitbeingabiologicalfactorbut

thenyourememberitispeculiartothethirdworld.Anybuffoonmaywanttoexplainawaythe

existenceofsuchtendencyindevelopedcountries,butIcanguesswhatthechoicewouldbe

betweenlivinghereorthere.Youtranscendthatculture.OnceIlearnedofaprofessorwhowas

appointedthetransportcommitteechairmanoftheUniversity.Heimmediatelyorderedthe

carvingofawoodenstructuretoindicatehisnew"office"andplacedintheparkinglotofhis

faculty.Theprofessoris,obviously,ignorantofhowdiminutiveitistobeinthatpositionin

relationtohissacredtitle.Yousee,weareawonderfulpeople.Mr.President,Icautionthatyou

shouldbemodest.Thereisnocultureintheworldwheremodestyisrewardedwithattention

and-ifyouarelucky-respect.



Epilogue

Pleasedisabuseyourmindoftheillusionofatwenty-firstcenturyunion.Ihavelistenedto

differentfoolishtalksaboutthatthing.Itsmacksofirresponsibility.Mostofitsproponentsin

thepastarenowsad,unhappyorbadexamplesofpublicmorals.Theylackthebasicmodicum

ofprinciples.Dearpresident,theideaofatwenty-firstcenturyunionsimplyasksofyouthe

essentialswhichifremovedreduceyoutoapieceofmonstrositywithnothoughtwithin.They

adviseyouagainstconscienceandlieagainstreality.Intheirminds,theywishedtheyhadyour

officeforsatanicgains.Theyaskyoutodisregardtheyearningsofyourcolleaguesbecause

theyhavenoanswerstothem;theyaretoolazytothink.Theyaremostlyguiltyofinfluence

peddlingandabusiveuseofoffice.Theconceptisnotconceptual.Itisbecausemodernityis

associatedwiththetwenty-firstcenturythattheyadoptedthetag.Yet,theyunderstandnothing

aboutthetwenty-firstcentury,modernityorstudentleadership.That'swhytheyproposetoyou:

'whycan'twejusttalktothispeopleandlet'sgetonwiththeday'sjob?/Wecanachievemore

whenweleaveourbiasesoutofthisnegotiation'.Don'tbestupid.Whattheyaretellingyouis

thatyoushouldleaveyourprimaryresponsibilitiesforotherpursuitsthatassaultthecollectively

knownstancesofthestudentbody.YourUnionisyourbias;beingtoldtoleaveitisabsurdto

saytheleast.'Letusleaveoursentimentsforneutraldiscussion'invariablymeans:'leaveyour

sentiments,acceptmineandagreewithme'.

TheStudentsUnion-regardlessofitsshape,form,condition-shouldnotletdownitsdefense.

Inspiteofthecharacterwhichtheideaofatwenty-firstcenturyunionhasforged,thereare

somewhobotherlessaboutthethinningoutofthesocialwaritislockedin.Myargumentis,

nevertheless,intandem withreality.Thescopeofirresponsiblebehaviorhasremained;the

impositionofpaymentofundeliverableserviceandacademicmaterialslikethestudent

handbookthathasnotbeendistributedforyearsdespitepayment,thecontinuoussuspension

ofstudentsandworkerswhoexercisetheirbasicrightstoaskquestions,impositionof

stringentrules,primitiveshowofpower-evenbylecturersinadministrativeworkand-for

instance,youcanfindunderthehotsunalongqueueinfrontofapresentlygossipingporteror

hallwardenwhoissimplyfeelingpowerfultohavecontroloverasquattingcrowd.Thereare

manysickpeopleinthisworld,Mr.President.

Twenty-firstcenturyunionhastobeinterestedinprojects,socialsecurity...TheUnioncanand-

sometimes-musthaveotherresponsibilities.Yes.Therearefeestobepaid.Indigentstudents

whoaretrulyindigent,reconnectingwiththeworldthroughinternationalstudentexchange,

establishingaprogram forthecountry'sout-of-schoolchildren.Ipersonallyplannedallofthat

andIplannedadroneresearchproject.NeedIsayIwasthepersonwhoremindedthe

administrationofanearlypreparationfortheseventiethanniversaryoftheschool.Thefactis

therearenoambitiousprojectsthatarecapableofdisplacingthebasicfunctionsoftheUnion.



TheUnionhousewasbuiltin1971bystudents.In1981,thecampustransportcommitteewas

founded-bystudents-afterstagingseveralprotestsdemanding-from theadministration-that

cabsmustbeusedonthecampus.Inthe1980s,theUnionhousecompoundwasextendedto

includeanOlympic-standardswimmingpool-notbytheadministrationbut-bystudentleaders.

M.K.O.Abiolawasamajordonor.In1990theshoppingcomplex,rightoppositeSultanBelloHall

wasbuiltbystudents-onthefoundationstonethereisinscribedtheinformationaboutthe

building.Ifyouareastudentofhistory,youwillrealizethatthemajorriotsonthecampuses

happenedduringthattime.Idon'twantthoseriotsbackbutIdon'tcondemnthem either.

IhaveseentheadministrationshootdownprojectssimplybecausetheDeanofStudents

AffairsdemandedthatanapologybewrittenonFacebookbytheUnionpresidentbutherefused.

Thatpresidentwasanadherenttothewarpedphilosophyoftwenty-firstcenturyunionwhich

willdowhateverittakestoevadetacklingrealissues.Butthatisnottheendtothedemandof

thosewhodonotwanttheUniontosucceed.IftheViceChancellorshoulddemandforyour

fingernailsandyouofferitasatokenofappeasementforyourtime,hewillnotstopuntilhehas

takenyourelbow.Iagreethatthingsshouldchangeexceptthatage-longrejectionof

overbearingbehaviorsshouldbeneglectedwhiletacitlytoleratingit.Thatisnotchange,itis

calleddecay.

AsIclosethisletter,pleaseberemindedthatyouhaveaplaceintheworld.Odesola,aformer

studentleaderinavisionarystatementsaid;"whathappensherechangestheworld".Ihopeit

does.YouaretopursueaplaceintheworldfortheStudentsUnionandtheUniversityofIbadan.

Astudentleaderisnotallowedtofailinherdutiesorhisduties,butyoucanmakeyour

mistakes.Leadershipbusinessisnotateaparty,isseriousbutflexible.Therefore,donotallow

toomuchseriousnesstogetintoyouraccount.YouarenothisholinessthePope,youarenota

saint.Youarehuman,thereforebehumanandlearnthroughtheprocess.Don'tlauncharocket

intospaceorbuildanuclearplant.Don'tchangetheworld;youarenotasuperhero.

Ican'tblamemyselffortryingtoreversetheproblemsofthepast.Ifanyonetriesardentlyto

blamemeforanythingatall,askthem foratrace.Somehaveblamedmeforbeingthefighter

thatIam.Thepointtheyignore,outofwillfulignorance,istherealitythatwe-youngpeople-

haveacountrythatneedsmorefighters,forreducingcorruptionisawarthatmustbewon

regardlessofthefailedattempts.AmodernNigeriaisafuturethatyouandIcannotfailto

achieve.Oldrecycledpeopleshouldnotdictatethepace.Ifotherpeople'slivesarebeing

destroyedrightbeforeyoureyesandyourefusetodoanything,youarenotagentleman.I

blamethosewhoseflutteringtonguesveerbackandforth.Theylackthebasicunderstandingof

duty.Ihadtotaketimetoexplaintothem thepreambleoftheConstitutionwithits

accompanyingprescriptionforthedirectionoftheUnion.Ipitythehopelesslynaivewholoveto

disappointsensibilitybyignoringobviousfacts.Iblamethelaborunionswhichrefusedtoact

accordinglyinspiteofelicitingcooperationfrom us,therebycomplicatingthematter.The

attackontheUnionhascontinuedtothisday.

Therewasaplannedstudentexchangeprogram withtwoUKuniversitiesbythediaspora

networkofthealumniassociation.Myfearwasthatifthekidsfrom QueenMaryhadcome,the

stateofsocialcohesionwithintheacademiawillbeashockingrudeembarrassmenttothem



andforus.Theywillwonderhowsuchincompetencefounditswayintothetwenty-firstcentury.

Buttheyprobablywon'tcome.ThankstohisExcellencyindefatigablemuscularlordofthis

fiefdom whodeliberatelyjeopardizedtheplan.

DearSuccessor,historyhasnoconclusion.Westruggledagainstcolonialism butlifeisnot

workingaswethoughtitwillbe.Evilstillcamehometoroost.Evil-havingmetamorphosedinto

arigidsystem-willfightonandgood,itsopposite,willcontinuetostruggleagainstit.Makeno

mistake,evilmencanwin-orbedefeated.Theonlythingnecessaryforthetriumphofevilisour

surrender.

Insolidarity,

Ojo,Aderemi
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